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Portugal & Spain Tour
                          Wednesday 2nd September – Tuesday 15th September 2026
  

Welcome to the White Rose Portugal & Spain Tour, we hope you enjoy your holiday.  If you have not been with us before, please take a few minutes to read this Information Pack, as it will help to explain how to get the best out of your tour, and what to expect.  Alongside your receipt you will have received a White Rose motorcycle sticker, we would ask that you fix this to the rear of your bike/luggage for the duration of the tour – this will help identify yourself to fellow riders and your escort.

As this tour was billed as an escorted tour suitable for experienced riders who have ridden on the continent before, and due to the size of the group we feel sure everyone will be happy to make their own way, either riding with friends or in small groups. As with all our escorted tours, we supply all the relevant information you will need to reach your destination, including hotel locations, and proposed route. The route is not compulsory but does mean that if you breakdown or get lost, you are more likely to see other members of the tour who can help.  Routes are designed to be a compromise between making progress, admiring the scenery and enjoying some great biking roads. 

If you have provided us with your email address, we will send you our proposed routes in GPX format. I also carry the routes on an SD card.  If taking an alternative route, please ensure that you arrive at the hotel in time to check-in, get changed and have your evening meal (normally around 2030 hrs).

If you decide you would like to ride with your escort, then please remember, that they are just that, and it is your responsibility to have maps, and route notes out and know where you are always.  If riding in a group with your escort, please be sure to read the enclosed notes on ‘Group Riding’ and always follow the group and not your own satnav. 

Once at the location, please feel free to do as much or little as you wish - after all, this is your holiday.  Your escort will be able to advise you on routes and local attractions.  Any ride-outs will be guided and will use the ‘drop-off’ system as detailed in the ‘Group Riding’ document.

The accommodation we use on our tours are, unless indicated otherwise, of 3-star qualities or higher, and whilst hotels in Europe are generally very biker-friendly, we like to make a good impression, so would ask that you dress smart casual, with no sleeveless T shirts, football style shorts or tracksuit bottoms whilst in the dining room please.  We have given a brief description of your hotel facilities, but we suggest you visit the relevant web page for full details.

This Tour Pack should contain all the information you need, but if there is anything you are not sure about or you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.  If you have not already done so we would ask you to fill-in and return the Personal Details Form to our office ASAP.

It is a legal requirement to display a UK sticker on your bike whilst riding in Spain regardless of what is displayed on your registration plate, these can be purchased on the ferry, or you can purchase one prior to departure. They do get routinely checked whilst going through passport control.


Wednesday 2nd September 		                  Home to Plymouth
Your ferry today is the Plymouth to Santander Brittany flagship Pont Aven unless you have arranged another route. Departure is 1545hrs but you should arrive at the ferry port no less than 1.5 hour before departure. This is the first year we have not supplied the ferry booking and have left it your responsibility to book/ arrange the ferry yourselves, so if there are any issues with your booking, we will be unable change or amend the booking for you but can still offer advice.

Note: If travelling with myself, please ensure you have sufficient petrol to get you at least 100 miles on arrival in Spain. 

Motorcycles are usually all put in the same lane, so you should get to meet your fellow travellers there. Brittany will secure your bike for you and supply a ratchet strap and pad. I usually put the bike on the side stand, (not centre stand) in 1st gear; they will then pass the strap over the seat and tighten. 
Having secured your bike, and settled into your cabin, it’s time to relax, and enjoy the on-board facilities, which on the ‘Mv Pont-Aven - being the company’s flagship - are extensive. 
We do not have a dedicated meeting place – but you will generally find me around 7pm on the upper deck of the Le Grand Pavois Bar. (Deck 9, above the bar). I will be wearing White Rose Polo shirt. 


Thursday 3rd September           	                    Santander – Oviedo (120 miles)
The ferry should arrive at 1300hrs, giving us plenty of time to make the 120-mile journey. The EES system is now in place and can add considerable time once off the ferry so feel free to make your own way to the first hotel unless you wish to travel with the group. If you are making your own way, please let the guide know the night before, that way we will not wait for you. If you wish to travel with the guide, please pull into the area on the LEFT after passport control where we can check you off before departing. Usually there is a mass of motorcycles pulling over under cover on the right after passport control, do not stop here as it becomes impossible to identify members of the group.

Once clear of Santander, we pick up the A8 and travel west towards Oviedo where we pick up the N-634 to Arriondas and then A-64 to our overnight stop in Oviedo. If for any reason the ferry is running late, or you prefer, you can stay on the A8 and pick up the A64 direct to Oviedo. On arrival, please park outside the hotel, check-in then move your bikes to the hotels garage. We only have 10 spaces so park 3 bikes per car space, if riding with a friend park behind each other to avoid being trapped in. This applies to all hotels with limited parking spaces. Your stay involves an evening meal; we usually meet in the bar before sitting down for an evening meal at 2030 hrs.  
4 Star Hotel, Dinner B&B.

Iberik Santo Domingo Plaza Hotel Oviedo ****
Bulevar de la Ronda Sur S/N, 
City Centre,
Oviedo
iberiksantoplaza.hoteloviedo.net/en/

Friday 4th September           	 	        Oviedo – Monforte (180 miles)
Once clear of Oviedo we head south down the La Senda del Oso before cutting southwest to the town of Ponferrada. We have routed the GPX to take you to the castle used by the Templar knights. Originally a hill fort it was taken over by the Templar knights in the 12th century to act as a safe haven for those pilgrims on the way to Santiago de Compostela and is today still part of the route.
If you do not wish to visit the town it can be easily bypassed to the north before re- joining the N120 to Monforte. We have garage parking booked, which is located on the left up the hill just before you arrive at the parador.
4 Star Hotel, Dinner, B&B

Parador de Monforte de Lemos ****
Plaza Luis de Góngora y Argote, 
27400 Monforte de Lemos (Lugo)
Tel: +34 982418484
https://paradores.es/en/parador-de-monforte-de-lemos

The Parador at Monforte is made up of the keep, San Vicente do Pino Monastery and the palace of the Counts of Lemos, which houses the Parador de Monforte. The monastery dates to the 9th century, although the current structure was built in the 17th century in the neoclassical style.  Today, the former palace rooms house the Parador's common areas and lounges, while its rooms are arranged around the monastery's majestic neoclassical cloister. The Parador also has a gym, jacuzzi and a beautiful outdoor pool which, thanks to its location on a hill, offers unbeatable views of the Ribeira Sacra.


Saturday 5th September                 	     Monforte - Guimaraes (150 miles) 
Not a great mileage today but we have some scenic roads to ride as we follow the river Sil as it winds its way through a deep canyon. For over thirty-five kilometres, two walls rise, in some areas almost five hundred metres vertically above its waters.
Without a doubt, a river cruise would be the best way to see this amazing canyon, however, the road we take offers numerous viewpoints, and we have marked the one considered the best, Los Balcones de Madrid.
You enter Portugal via the Peneda Geres National Park before ending up at your stay for the next two nights at the lovely town of Guimaraes. Breakfast is included, but we leave you to take advantage of one of the towns many restaurants for your evening meals.
Please note you are in Portugal so put your watches back 1 hour, Portugal has the same time as the UK.
4 Star Hotel, B&B

Hotel Guimaraes ****
Rua Eduardo Manuel de Almeida 202
4810-440 Guimarães
Tel: +00 351 253 424 800
https://www.hotel-guimaraes.com/en/

Sunday 6th September                                                         (free day)
Your hotel is a modern 4-star hotel complete with health club and spa. Facilities include a gym, indoor swimming pool, Jacuzzi, Turkish bath and Sauna. It is located just a short walk from the historic centre which is known for well-preserved medieval buildings such as the 10th-century Guimarães Castle. The restored Dukes of Bragança Palace, built in the style of a French chateau, has a museum showcasing furniture, tapestries and weapons. Between the palace and the castle is the Romanesque São Miguel do Castelo Church, built in the 13th century. More information can be found at porto-north-portugal.com/guimaraes-portugal.html. Should you wish to visit Porto there are good rail connections. Again, you can take advantage of eating out in one of the towns medieval plazas. 4-star Hotel, B&B


Monday 7th September 		                        Guimaraes to Viseu (118 miles)
On departure we pick up the N101 as it heads southeast to Douro Valley. The Douro Valley is perhaps best known as the home of port wine, but as you ride down the river valley is reminiscent of the German wine valleys of the Mosel, with its riverbanks covered in terraces of vines falling steeply down to the riverbanks. Evidence of the port industry can be seen all along the valley with all the famous company names - Cockburns, Taylors, Sandeman and others. Although just off the gpx route, refreshments are possible at the pretty village of Pinhao, however, please take care when going up and down the steep cobbled entrance to the riverside carpark. 
Leaving the river valley, we enjoy great scenery as climb up through the Vineyards to Moimenta da Beira, from where we head southwest to Viseu. 4-Star Hotel, B&B

Pousada de Viseu****
Rua do Hospital,
3500-161,
Viseu
Tel: +00 351 232 245 200
https://www.pousadadeviseu.com/

Your hotel for the next 2 nights is the 4-star Pousada de Viseu. This majestic spa Hotel in Viseu is in the former Saint Teotonio hospital. Three statues guard the Pousada’s entrance, Faith, Hope and Charity, which overlook the rich architectural heritage of the old city of Viseu.
A short walk from the historic city centre, the Pousada of Viseu offers modern facilities against a magnificent backdrop of the original features of the hospital. The Hotel Viseu also offers both inside and outdoor swimming pools, and spa facilities which include a sauna, Turkish bath, tropical shower, ice fountain, massage rooms, relaxation room, jacuzzi and gymnasium.
All bedrooms have air conditioning, LCD TV, a mini-bar, hairdryer, safe, telephone and internet access. 
For the next three nights we eat out in the city.


Tuesday 8th September	                                                   (Free day)
Your 2-night stay in Viseu offers not only a lovely city to explore but is perfect for riding the Estrela Mountains. The Estrela (star) Mountains are the highest in Portugal, so the weather can never be guaranteed; however, if good, we have given you a route I think you will enjoy. The route will take you on some of the best roads you are likely to ride as they twist and turn round the mountain range. This area is covered with many different roads so you will be spoilt for choice. 

Wednesday 9th September                         	Viseu - Elvas (200 miles) 
The day starts on the A25/ IP5 motorway however this is an electronic toll motorway, which requires you to register. To use the motorway please read the notes at the end regarding Portugal’s motorway system. We then head south on the A23, skirting around the Estrela mountains before leaving the motorway and cutting across country to the Serra de São Mamede mountain range in the Alentejo region of Portugal. Then on to our stop for the next 3 nights, in the historic garrison border town of Elvas. 4 Star Hotel, Dinner, B&B

Vila Galé Collection Elvas ****
Av. 14 de Janeiro 13, 
7350-092 Elvas, 
Portugal
www.vilagale.com/en/hotels-portugal/hotels-alentejo/vila-gale-collection-elvas/

Thursday 10th – Friday 11th September                          (free days)
While in Elvas, you are free to do as much or as little as you wish. Our three-night stay gives us plenty of time to explore this historic World Heritage site. Elvas is best known for its vast dry-ditch fortifications, described by UNESCO as the world’s largest bulwarked dry-ditch defensive system. The old town is perfect for a relaxed wander through narrow streets, whitewashed houses and quiet squares. Highlights include the Amoreira Aqueduct, the hilltop Forte de Nossa Senhora da Graça, Forte de Santa Luzia, Elvas Castle, and Praça da República, with the former cathedral at its centre. The forts offer excellent views across the border towards Spain and are especially rewarding for anyone interested in military history or photography. For an easier day, walk the town walls, visit the Military Museum or enjoy a coffee in one of the squares. For those who would like to ride, we have included three ride-outs: one to the Chapel of Bones in Évora, and two options to Marvão, a long route and a shorter one. 4 Star Hotel, B&B

Saturday 12th September                                           Elvas – Salamanca (230 miles) 
Today we leave Portugal behind and, after just five miles, cross back into Spain. Don’t forget to put your clocks forward an hour. The route heads north along the Spain–Portugal border to Alburquerque, a historic frontier town overlooked by the impressive Castillo de Luna. We then continue through the Parque Natural del Tajo Internacional to Alcántara, best known for its remarkable Roman bridge over the River Tagus, built in the time of Emperor Trajan. If time allows, Alcántara also has an attractive historic centre, the Convent of San Benito and reminders of the powerful Order of Alcántara. Then onwards to our stop for the next two nights is another World Heritage site: the historic university city of Salamanca. 4 Star Hotel, B&B

Parador de Salamanca ****
Teso de la Feria, 
2 37008 Salamanca
+34 923192082 
https://paradores.es/en/parador-de-salamanca

Sunday 13th September                                                     (Free Day)
We have deliberately provided no ride-outs today, so everyone can make the most of their time exploring this fantastic city. Salamanca is compact and easy to enjoy on foot, with most of the main sights close together. Start in the magnificent Plaza Mayor, then wander through the old university quarter, famous for the ornate façade of the University of Salamanca and the traditional search for the carved frog. The Old and New Cathedrals are among the city’s highlights, and the climb through the cathedral towers offers excellent views over the rooftops. Other worthwhile stops include the Casa de las Conchas, the Convent of San Esteban, the Casa Lis Art Nouveau and Art Deco Museum, and the Roman Bridge over the River Tormes. For a gentler pace, stroll through the Huerto de Calixto y Melibea gardens, enjoy tapas around the old town, or return to Plaza Mayor in the evening when the sandstone buildings glow under the lights. For a full list of attractions www.spain.info/en/destination/salamanca/ 
4 Star Hotel, Dinner, B&B

Monday 14th September 		    Salamanca to Santander (248/230 miles)
Our return ferry is not departing until 1815hrs, so there is the opportunity to ride some of the roads of the Picos de Europa (248 miles) before arriving in Santander. We have given you a suggested route should you wish to do this, otherwise you can go direct (230 miles). Our return is on Brittany ferries flagship 'Pont Aven'.  With bike stowed, there is time to relax over a drink or two and reflect on the tour's events, before taking advantage of the on-board dining options.

Tuesday 15th September
We arrive back in Plymouth at 1500 hrs, from where we make our way home.


We look forward to riding with you.
Chris & Sharan



Notes
Accommodation
You will have noticed that the accommodation we use on this tour is of 4-star qualities. Unlike certain countries, we have always found the standard of Spanish/Portuguese hotels to be up to the standard of their rating or better, especially in the state run Parador and Posada’s.
Although we always request the type of room you have booked, you should be aware that the hotels do not always have the number of double/twin beds we require, so you may not always receive your first choice. However, there is no pecking order, and room types may vary from hotel to hotel. 

All drinks, laundry or other hotel services are for the client’s own account and should be settled on departure.  We strongly suggest you insist on signing for any drinks you put on your room, to avoid any misunderstandings.  

Parking in city hotels is expensive, so we book a limited number of car spaces, Please Park 3-4 bikes to 1 car space when possible. If you want to get an early start, make sure you are not blocked in by other bikes.

Food and Drink
All Breakfasts are included in your package and will be either continental or buffet style.

Where evening meals are included, we generally eat as a group and this being rural Spain & Portugal; it is the norm to eat between 8.00 - 8.30pm, so it is worth remembering this when planning your daytime meals. (You will find your body clock adjusts!!) The meal is usually a fixed menu, and if you have advised that you are a vegetarian we will do our best to get you an alternative. The food will be typical regional fare and usually consists of meat or fish and vegetables or potatoes (rarely all three for some reason!)  

Portugal Toll Roads
I personally find Portugal’s motorway toll system rather confusing, hence I stay off them as much as possible, however there is no doubt at times they can bypass sections of road that are at the best ‘messy’. On this tour the only time you may want to use one would probably be the IP5 from Viseu to Guarda.  There are various websites with information including this one. https://www.portugaltolls.com/en

Do not be tempted to use them and hope you will not be fined, this was possible in the early days, but as last year showed us, you will be fined.


White Rose Tour Guide +447493834605
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